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Vijayaraghavachariar1 may think all sorts of things about me.
Ramakant I consider but a child. He appears to have opposed
me to show that he is a man of independent views. We should
leave him alone and go on offering our comments as journalists
without acrimony. Do point out the Poet's and Malaviyaji's ideas
on . , .2 whenever there is an occasion for doing so. This cannot
be done freely in Young India, but it can be easily and tactfully
done in the Independent.

It will be easy enough to have garlands for Indu made of
hand-spun yarn.

I have no objection to your taking coffee. It is more essential,
to my mind, that you keep fit. I see, and it is my considered view
as well, that ordinarily one does not need it, I did not notice
any benefit from it when I used to take it. My not taking it now
certainly means so much less burden [on the stomach] and less
risk of harm*
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BAPU
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20.   MOPLAH OUTBREAK

Though I am here far away in the north-east at present, I
have received some reports of the sudden outbreak of violence in
Malabar. I am writing this article on the train, on Friday3, the
Janmashtami* day. The reader will have the article in his hands
after nine days. Meanwhile, further reports will have appeared.
But we can discuss some principles on the basis of the reports al-
ready received, regardless of whether the facts turn out to be
more serious or less.

The Moplahs are Muslims. They have Arab blood in their
veins. It is said that their forefathers came from Arabia many
years ago and settled in Malabar. They are of a fiery tempera-
ment, and are said to be easily excitable. They are enraged and
resort to violence in a matter of seconds. They have been respon-
sible for many murders. Many years ago a special Act was also
passed to subdue them. There are said to be a million of them.

1  1852-1943; President, Indian National Congress, 1920

2 A word is illegible here in the source.

3 August 26

4 Birthday of Lord Krishna